
Page 1 of 3 •Resource Name or# (Assigned by Recorder): 

P1. Other Identifier: None 
*P2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted *a. County 

and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary .) 

Santa Cruz 

SCCOlA 

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Soquel Date 1954 P.e,;ise::: 1994 RlW TllS M:. Diablo B. M. 

c. Address: 7839 Soquel u!:ive City Soq-..:el 
d.UTM: (Givemorethanoneforlarge/crlineariesources) 102 59 7325:r.E: 409303c:r,N 

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #. , directions to resource , elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

?.ssesscr' s Ps.r .:el Numte::: 039 -z-9.i-/ 6 

ZIF: 95D 03 

,~, 
'P3a. Desc~iption:: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition , alterations, s:ze, setting, and 1:oundaries) 

This ~,~·o -sto:-y hcuse is r;er.e:::ally L-ah:3.ped wi:h a. c=css g.s.bled roof. ACci:.tior.s h27e been mcde over the 
yea=s including a flat roof addit~on to the northwest, a single-story addition filli~g in t he ''L'' and a 
shed roof addition to the west. The gabled roof on the bulk of the building is moderately pitched and 
covered in shingles. The eaves are modest and boxed with returns. The majority of the windows are six 
over six double-hung with wood sashes, or multi-lite fixed. All of the windows, except the bay window 
on the west addi t ion, have shutters. Multi-lite doors are located on each portion of the building. The 
two flat-roofed additions have uncovered decks on the second level. The entire building is sheathed in 
channe l rustic drop siding. Two chimneys are present, one located centrally on each of the ridges of 
the bulk of the house. Decorative verge board is located on the eaves of the southerly facing gable 
er:d. 

•P3b. Resource Attributes: 

•p4 Resources Present: 

(List attr:butes and codes) P.P2 - Single family property 

X Building Structure Object Site 

Report Citation: (City survey report and other sources, or enter "none".) 

District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 

:·,., '.iTI~ ~~~~:.edsa~:.p:ico:e::i:nh;;a: 

... j February 2 001 
View from southwest 

•PG. Date Constructed/Age _Sources: 

cl855 

Collins book 

*P7. Owner and Address: 

John Anthony Mil l er, trustee 
7839 Soquel Drive 
Aptos CA 95003 

*PB. Recorded by: 

A.Engle/C.Duval 
Dill Design Group 
110 North Santa Cruz Ave 
Los Gatos CA 95030 

*P9. Date Recorded: Me rch 200 1 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 

Survey Update 

Dill Design Group, Historic Inventory Update Year 1, for the County of Santa Cruz, March 20 01. 

*Att~chments: NONE Location Map- Sketch Map Continuation Sheet X Building, Structure and Object Record Archaeoiogical Record 

District Record · Linear Feature Record Milling State Record Rock Art Record Artifact Record Photograph Record Other (List) 
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81. Historic Name: 

82. Common Name: 

*Resource Name or# 

Vicente Castro House 

None 

•NRHP Status Code: None 

(Assigned by recorder): SCC0lA 

83. Original Use: Single family residential 

Colonial Revival 

84. Present Use: Single family residential 

•95, Architectural Style: 

*86. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 

Originally const:ucted c~855. ;,err,ode2-ed cl8E7, 1931-2-932, and 1944. 

*87. Moved? Date: cl S 67 Original Location: '.J:r,x::-_cw:r_ 

*83. Related Features: """"ourv:;,-,,~ r,e:-1:::al co;:;:ar;es 

89. Architect: Ur,k:-,o·-vT, b. Builder: 
F:. ~ C: ~. ,-, C. 71-"--- ~ 2. '1 '810. Significance: Theme 

Period of Significance 1833-87 PropertyType :oe~i,b,--.-:-i=l Applicable Criteria 

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or arcnitectur2.I context as defined by tneme, period, and geographic scope .. Also address integrity.) 

The subject property was originally pa=t of Rancho Aptos, g~anted ~n 1233 to Rafael de Jesus Castro. 
Rafael was the son of Jos~ Joaquin Castro who, with his children, owned vast ~races of land in Santa 
C~uz Coun~y during the Nineteenth Ce~tury. Rafael and his wife Soledad (Cota) l ive~ elsewhere on the 
rancho, and in 1855, gift-deeded 700 acras to their son Vicente. At about that time Vicente built the 
original portion of the subject residence, which was probably located betwe~~ Trcut Gulch a~d Valencia 
Creeks, In 1858 at the age of 28, Vicente Castro married Maria Refugia de Jesus Fuentes. Ma=ia Refugia 
died in 1864. In February 1867, Vicente purchased a seven-acre apple orchard from his parents and 
married Vincenta Pico in June of that same year. Vincenta was the daughter of Antonio Maria Pico a~d 
Maria Lugarda de Pilar Bernal, another prominent early family of the Pueblo de San Jos~. By the late 
1860s the original house had been relocated co and enlarged at the current site, 7B39 Sequel Drive. A 
barn on the property was used as a local school until 1871, and rspcrtedly, the upstairs of the Castro 
residence was used as an overflow classl:'oom whe:1 the school became cverc::owdeC. Durin~ che 1880s, 
Vicente Castro was mayordomo (ranch foreman) for the Rancho Los Pinacates near Sa~ Juan Bautista, which 
he co-owned wi~h John T. Por~er of Watsonville. The Castros c8ntinued co live in t~e i r Aptos home un t il 
188 7 when they relocated to their newly acquired Ranch o Tepusquet near Santa Maria where Vicente was 
also mayordomo at Porter and Thomas A. Bishop's adJacent Rancho Sisqucc. 
The Castros sold their Apcos home in 1887 to Claus Mangels, an adjacent property owner to the north. 
Mangels was the brother-in-law and business partner of Claus Spreckles, who had acquired 2,390 acres of 
Rancho Aptos in 1872. Mangels occupied the subject residence until his new house was completed in 1888. 
The Castro house was used little during the Mangels ownership. Upon Mangels' death in 1891, the 
property became part of the estate managed by his heirs. The Mangels Estate Company was formed with 
Frederick Tillman, Jr. as president. Tillnan was the son-in-law of Claus Mangels. Tillman's son, Fred 
-~-- Tillman replaced his father as president in 1921; and in 1927, the Mangels Escate Company deeded 
owners hip of site with the elder Castro hone, the subject property, and other lands to Fred A. Tillman. 
(continued on Page 3) 

811. Additional Resource Attributes: 

*812. References 

(List attributes and codes) 

Bosworth, P., Anything Your Little Heart Desires, an 
American Family Story, 1997, 

Collins, A.,The House that Vicente Built and Some Aptcs 
History, S.C. County History Journal.No.1, 1994. 

Collins, A., The House that Vicente Built, 7839 Soquel 
Drive, 120 Years of Aptos History, 1994. 

Collins, A., Research files, Aptos Chamber Of Comm. 
Waid, 8. H., My Inherited Destiny, Ten First Families 

of California, 1985. 

None 

813. Remarks: None 

'814. Evaluator: Franklin Maggi 

'Date of Evaluation: March 2001 NORTH T' 
(This space reserved for official comments) 
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*Recorded by C. Duval 

*Resource Name of# (Assigned by recorder) SCCOl.ll. 

*Date March 2001 (2J Continuation O Update 

In the early 1930s, he sold his family business interests and focused on the renovation, modernization, 
and expansion of the old Castro home. Tillman, a bachelo:-, lived in the A~tos hoffie forte~ years. In 
December 1941, he sold the property and house to Montgomery and Ruth Hewks· for $8,500. 

In October 1942, the Hewks sold the Castro house to Bartley c. and P..nna Gertrude (Bosworth) Crum for 
$10,000. The house was purchased as a second home for the socially and politicelly prominent couple, a 
place where they could garde!l a::d ente::tain. Bart Cr1..L"1'1 was =. corporat:.on lawyer in Sa:1 Frc.nci.sco ~.vho 
rep:rese:.ted w.:.lli2.m R2.lidolph Esarst 2.r.d the "Eollywcoci Nineteer1." C:-1..:.:r, tc.s bee:1 de.::cri;Jed as 1

\2. ~eroi:: 
Ca~ifor~i~ l3wye= cf tte :ti=~:.es a~d for:!es, a T=urnan ad7iscr, ant a c=usader agai~s: the ~o!lywcod 
blac~l~s: unt~l te himsel~ becace !ts vic~.:..rn. A real-li~e Ga~sby, he c~ar~ed eve=yc~e arou~d ~~m ~ntil 
his own de:7Lcns r::.nally ove=whel:ned hir:l." In :946, Crt:..--:i. was appcir:::ed by Ec.rry Tru:na.:: to the s.:..:-:-:na.n 

1 P..r:glc-P. ... rneri.can Ce-r.i.rn.::.-:=:ee cf :nquiry ir::c Palesti:---~e. Much of his bcok Be.h2.:1d t}1e S.i.l.ke:1 Ccr:2in, wl'-.ic~ .. 
ch:-cni=le~ t~s ex~er~ences dur!~g ttat se=7ice, was writte~ in Aptcs. This bock was repri~=ed i~ 1996. 
Cz-um see!1t: :::J be most ::a:r.oc.s, !'"'.c·.ve·7e:-, as or:e of the a-:tor:1e/s fer:- the "HolliwocC :Jineteen," the 
s==eenwriters and directors t~at were blacklisted f er =efusi~a to divulae their political assoc1aticns 
befol:"e t.iie House Un-A.me:::-.:..can P..ctivities cormnit~ee in 1947. T;~e Cru.71s' iife ccUld bes:: be described as 
\\in the fast: lane," as his work led them to run with the rich and fa.:ncus. E·,tery surnrner, however, was 
sper.t at their home in J>.ptos wtere Gertrude Crum focused on their lavish gardens, rec:esigned by renowned 
landscape architect Thomas Church about 1944. The Crums sold their Aptos summer home in 1952 for 
$20,000 . The Crum's daughter, Petricia, whose professional name is Patricia Bosworth, is an author 
publishing biograpties of Montgomery Cliff and photographer Diane Arbus. The intimate details of the Crum 
family, including their life at their Aptos home, were detailed by Patricia who publis::ed Anything Your 
Little Heart Desires, An P.merican Family Seery in 1997. 

The Crums sold their house in August 1952 to Joseph P. Miller, a San Jose dentist, and his wife Dorothy . 
Dr. Miller's office, located at the southeast corner of Cedar and Elm Streets, is the now popular Cafe 
Pergolesi. Dr. Miller's sign is still maintained on that structure. The Millers renovated the house 
once again, modernizing the kitchen, heating, electrical, and pl~wing systems, and painted the house 
inside and out. The Millers moved the woodshed and converted it into a guesthouse. They built a 
detached garage where the woodshed had been. They built four rental units as well, three in front of the 
house and one to the rear. The old tool shed that dated to Castro's ownership of the property had been 
converted to a caretaker's cabin during Tillman's ownership. The building continued to be used as such 
until the 1950s and then later was converted into another rental unit. The doctor retired in 1971 and 
died in 1976 at the age of 81, leaving Dorothy and two sons, John Anthony and Joseph. The family has 
continued to own the property until the present day. 

The historic Vicente Castro House is one of the few remaining late rancho-period residences relating to a 
prominent fami ly associated with Alta California. The Castro family as a whole made significant 
contributions to the history of Santa Cruz County; Vicente Castro was intimately connected to the late­
rancho period during the later part of the Nineteenth Century. The Castro family association with this 
residence, as well as that of Bartley Crum during the 1940s, would aooear to enable eligibility f or the 
National Register under Criterion B. Additionally, the building mai;tains a fairly high level of 
integrity to its original configuration, with a number of addi tions that do not detract from the 
historical significance of the property. The physical design is a distinctive representation of Colonial 
Revival residential architecture in the 1860s, and would therefore appear to qualify for the National 
Register under Criterion C. As the building has not been previously reviewed for eligibility, it would 
qualify as an NR-3. 
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