
State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Ser. No.------------
HASS __ • HAER __ loc ___ SHL No. __ ._NR Status 5= 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 
UTM: A--.,--------~ c _______ _ 

B ____________ Q _______ _ 

IDENTIFICATION 
1. Common name: 

Thomas Church Home and Studio 2. Historic name: ___ ..:.;....:__ _________________________________ _ 

3. street Or rural address: --==S-~____;,C""-=-'I u~h::___t_t/4~o::..:t..::..< ~a-=-e--"-12:::...::::tJ-=a..:::..:d::.::...._ _ __:::C::::....:.:R.:.:..Y-.!:!./J.::..t>-'.:.:.11.:..:r!r".:......::::a:.__:.A...:....:..,r,:=.~.:...a......::...._ _____ _ 

Citv,___-"A:.......:,a_~=c..~....:f,....:;....:t'c_.:_r,1-"-,F-):J_O _______ Zip _______ County~0=-.::::.ef:...:.,,,_.,_....:/2~tJ...=-..::.c3=--r._'L!._;:__2---____ _ 

4 . Parcel number: _!:,0:::.,;<Pc:::..J.::.V:....----__::C):::....::::8:.::.:Z_.:__--=.o-=.s-:,__ ________________________ _ 

David Fletcher 5 Club House Roctd 5. Present Owner: _____________________ Address: 

City_,5::c--','-{_J;;:;~'----C--'r_u._Z---___ C_A-__ Zip q:::,ubD Owner:hip is: Public _____ Private _ _.:...>< ___ _ 

6. Present Use: __ _..;S..._'F_D __________ i Original use: __________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Architectural style: California Ranch House 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site o·r structure and describe any major alterations from its 

original condition: 

11 I n t h e ho us e o f h i s c 1 o s e c o 11 a b o r a t o r , T h om a s C h u r c h , t h e 
drafting room, designed to maximize the use of natural daylight, 
is the major form determinant for the whole composition 11 (Peters 
in Woodbridge et al. 1988:126). The lineal lay-out of #5 
Clubhouse Drive parallels the drive with the horizontal boarded 
strap hinged double garage doors in line with the pergola 
sheltered entry and country-styled X framed Dutch door. The body 
of the structure is stuccoed while the studio, in contrast,is 
wood sided with horizontal resawn boards. Both are roofed with 
wood shakes. Windows of the main unit are wood casements with 
two panes each on the street elevation. 

8. Construction date: 
Estimated ___ Factual /9 3 / 

9. Architect _________ _ 

lUil!t i.,._, 01..Jro fer 

10. Builder __________ _ 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 
Fronage ____ De~h----
or approx. acreage. ______ _ 

12. Date(s) of enclosed photogroph(s) 
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13. 

14. 

Condition: 

Alterations: 

Excellent ..1_Good -. __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence 

Minimal 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary} Open land __ Scattered buildings __ Densely built-up __ _ 

Residential _ _ X_tndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known.LPrivate development__ Zoning __ Vandalism 

Public Works project ·__ Other: 

17. ls the structure: On its original site? _~X.,___ Moved? ___ _ Unknown? ___ _ 

18. Related features: ---------------------------------------

SIGNIFICP..NCE 
19. Briefly st 3 t e historic3l and/er architectural importance (include d;ites, events , and persons associated with th e site.) 

This residence was erected in 1931 by William Wilson Wurster for 
his ttclose collaborator," eminent landscape architect Thomas 
Church. Easily the most renowned landscape architect in the 
state of California, Church worked with architect Clarence Tantau 
on the overall development of Pasatiempo and designed the gardens 
of the early Wurster homes (Gregory in Chase 1979:295-296). Part 
of this residence is Church 1 s shed roofed studio, where he 
designed many of California's lovliest and most appropriate 
regional gardens. 

20. Main theme of the historic resource: {lf more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture Y Arts & Leisure ______ _ 

Economicilndu,trial __ Exploration/Senlement ___ _ 
Government ___ __ Military _________ _ 

Religion ______ Social/Education _____ _ 

21. Sources { List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews 

and their dates). 

Letter from David Fletcher (July 24, 1988) 
Daniel Gregory in John Chase, The Side­
walk Companion to Sant~ Cruz Architecture, 
Paper Vision Press, Santa Cruz, 1979. 
Richard C. Peters in Sally Woobridoe, et 
al., Bay Area Houses, Peregrine Smith,­
Salt Lake City, 1988. 

22.Date form prepared 5 September 1988 
By (name) Edna E. Kimbro 

Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): 

~ NORTH 

Organization Historical: Architectural ResEarch 
Address: The Castro Adobe, 184 Old Adobe Read 
City Watsonville, CA 95076 
Phone: ----- ----------------! 



5 Club House Road 
ADDENDUM-1994 

PHYSICAL INSPECTION 

Date: November 17, 1993 

Result of Inspection: No apparent changes. 

CONSULT ANT'S PRELThHNARY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Upgrade from 5 to 3 because of historical and architectural significance under Context 2 
(Architecture In Santa Cruz County). This residence is an unaltered example of the work 
of noted California architect William Wurster. Equally important is the fact that it is 
associated with one of California's most important landscape architects, Thomas Church. 
Designed for Church by Wurster, the studio used by Church is also located on the 
grounds. 

(Change of rating pending public hearing before the Historical Resources 
Commission with final approval by the Board of Supervisors). 

Context: 2 (Architecture) 

Property type: house 
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