Page 1 of 2 *Resource Name or#  (Assigned by Recorder) SCCO1R
P1. Other Identifier: 78
*P2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted *a. County Santa Cruz
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Locaticn Map as necessary.)

*h. USGS 7.5' Quad Watsonville West Date 1954 Revised 1994 Mt Diazblo B.M.
c.Address: 2535 Valencia Road City Aptos ZIP: 93003
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large/cr linear resources) 108 #008%Eim=E 40825082=NM

e

g. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevaticn, eic., as appropriate)
r 105-171-05

Assesscr's Parcel Numbe

*P3a. Description:: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size. setting, end boundaries)

This singl ory structure was originally built as a simple rectangular Naticnel Style building and was
expanded in i \ nt configuraticn with a rear-shed additiosn. The main volume, symmetrical in form,
has 1 bled ends and a steeply pitched rocf with ridge 'unn-nu front-to-rear. What would
have been origina weod shingles on the roof has been resurfaced with composition shingles. The eaves
are modest in nd enclosed underneazth. Copper gutters and downspouts have been added to the sides of

the building.

Sitting on a contemporary raised concrete foundation, the original foundation consisted of redwocd stumps.
2 new front porch has been added to replicate the original, topped with a low-slepe roei over four thin
pests. Cross-braced balcony rails frame the raised porch deck behind a central set of wocd steps. A
handicapped ramp is located on the side of the building that matches the front porch. Cladding consists
of channel rustic drop siding, which is original except for the wall area below the water table that has
been covered with plywood. The front gable end contains fish~scale wood shingles in a diamond shape
framed by grooved paneling. A five-point star is located at the center of the geble. The front double-
door is centered under an arched transom and is flanked by two tall, narrow six over six double-hung wood
sash windows. The flat board casings are crowned at the top and have flarsd aprons. Three sets of similar
windows are located on the sides of the building. The addition is board and batten and has new windows

compatible with the original fenestration.

~3b. Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes) HP13 - Community center/social hall
*P4 Resources Present: X Building  Structure  Object Site  District  Element of District ~ Other (Isolates, etc.)
' T : : ; P5b. Description of Photo:

(View, date, accession #)

February 2001

View from southwest
*pPg, Date Constructed/Age _Sources:
1889

1986 DPR

*P7. Owner and Address:
County of Santa Cruz
701 Ocean Street
Santa Cruz CA 95060

*Pg. Recorded by:
A.Engle/C.Duval

Dill Design Group

110 North Santa Cruz Ave
Los Gatos CA 95030

*PQ, Date Recorded: March 2001

*P10, Survey Type: (Describe)
Survey Update

Report Citation: (City survey repart and other sources, or enter "none".)
11 Design Group, Historic Inventory Update Year 1, for the County of Santa Cruz, March 2001.
"Actachments: NONE Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet X Building, Structure and Object Record  Archaeological Record
District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling State Record  Rock Art Record  Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information
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Page 2 of 2 . . "NRHP Status Code: 4s
*Resource Name or#  (Assigned by recorder): SCCO1R
B1. Historic Name: Valencia Hall
B2. Common Name: Nene
B3. Original Use: Town hall B4. Present Use: Hall

*B5. Architectural Style: \Iatio 12l Style
*B6. Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
Buillt 1889, reloczted in 1956.

*B7. Moved? Y=s Data: 1956 Criginal Location:
*B8. Related Features: Valencia Generzl Stors & Post Cfiice
B3. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Jnknown
*B810. Significance: Theme Sccial, ArtTs, Recrezticn Area Aptos Hills
Period of Significance 18E85-1976 PropertyType Quasi Public Applicable Criteria 2 & C
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Alsc address integrity.)
built by Fresderick A. Hihn and completed in 1889. In May of that vear, the Lycsum end
n had been rganized in the hall in April, and the Sunday School issued a
1 for his “great benevolence and kindness in erecting the Valencia Hall for their
Hihn built the Hall to serve as the center of a community ccmposed of Valencia
nd their feamilies., The hall stands as a reminder of Hihn's ambiticus plans for the
area. The town cf Valencia did not develop as planned by Kihn, but Valencia Hell continued to be used

for social events, meetings, church services and community activities. 1In 1921, the Valencia Farm
Bureau was organized in the Hall. The Farm Bureau was instrumental in bringing electricity to the ares,
organizing the water company, promoting road and bridge improvements, and encouraging improved
agricultural methods. In 1932, the Hihn family deeded the Hall to the Farm Bureau, who retained
cwnership as the Valencia Farm Center until 1976, when it was desded to the County of Santa Cruz. The
building was closed in 1986, and in 1996, a community wvolunteer effort began which included relocaticn
and restoration. Working in coordination with the Santa Cruz County Parks Department, volunteers built
a new foundation, replaced the historic porch, restored windows, designed and installed a septic and
irrigation system and repainted the exterior. On October 30, 1999 the building was reopened for
community use.

Valencia Hall reflects the evolution cf the Valencia area thrcugh its continuous use é&s
for over a century. The building has been previously reviewed by the State Historic Pr
Officer and was listed on the National Register in 1984, register number 1984-09-20. I
listed as an NR-1.

a meeting place
ervation
is also locally
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B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes) None
*B12. References

Happenings at Hihn’s Mill, Santa Cruz Daily Surf,
15 May 1888¢.

Hibble, J., Valencia Hall and Post Office, on file
at Aptos Chamber of Commerce.

Manning, P. Brief History of Valencia Hall, 2000.

B13. Remarks: None
*B14, Evaluator: Franklin Maggi
*Date of Evaluation: March 2001 NORTH
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1. Common name:

Valencia Hall

2. Historic name:

3. Street or rural address:

Valencia Road AT B£4€ VALLEY 24D

- APTOS HILLS AREA

City

P

(81}

6. Present Use: Community Hall

DESCRIPTION

7a. Architectural style: Vernacular

Original use:

Aptos Zip 95003 — Santa Cruz
Parcel number: 10521106
_ Present Owner: Santa Cruz Count S 701 Qcean Street
Santa Cruz Zip 95060 Qwnership CX Public Private

Community Hall

7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its

original condition:
Valencia

Hall is a =simple one
gable roor to its foundation
redwood. The interiocr of the
groave siding, baoth for the

huilding 1is of shiplap siding.
ilding where decorative
tterns. At the

the building

Adjacent to the stage is

zash windows.
w0
area or the main
stair.

The ninth

walls

fishscale
center of thisz
wssembled ou? of wood molded laminated together.

quarter—-round panesz orf clear glass,
entrance way.

room rectangular building.
of piers and tres stumps,
building makes extenzive use of
and the floor.
The exception to thisz is
shingles
decorative

has been removed and a stage area added
a small bathroomn also
building appears to have original windows.
window is hal¥ round fived fanlight¢ consisting of
which
The porch has been removed in favor of a side

From itz hign

the Hall is a1

tongue  and

The exterior of the

the front of the

are used in triangul ar
word iz a five pointed star
The ariginal rear wall of
with a lean-to rocf.

or later vintage. The
Eight of these are double hung

is positioned irn the trancom

Constructiongyze]

Estimated __1 ¢ Factual

Architect nk=n

Builder

Al meigm
ST TOT T

Approx. property size (in feet)
Frontage ___ Depth. -
Or approx. acreage, |

Datef(s) oMggplq&gS@hotogra’ph (s)
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13.

14.

16.

Condition:  Excellent __Good Faix Deteriorated No longer in existence

Alterations: Porch removed

Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land Scattered S&Jildings Densely built-up
Residential Industrial Commercial Other:

Threats to site: None known Private development Zoning X Vandalism

Public Works project Other:

Is the structure:  On its original site?X_______ Moved? __ Unknown?

Relsted features:

SIGNIF{CANCE

19.  Briefly state histerical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site)
Valencis Hall waz the community center of the town of Valencia which was
develeped arcund F.A. Hihn’'s Valencia Lumber Mill, The Hall has been in
continuous public use since it waz built. 1+ is aone of aonly two remalining
buildings of the criginal village. The nemesz of some of the most impartant
families are cannected to the area. Faphael Castro’'s vast land holdings

included the arsz and hisz daughter 's married name (Valencial h&as been as-
chciated Wwith the land since the days of Mexicarn rule. F.A. Hihn was one or
the richest mer in Santa Crux and like the Castro family before him, he was
one of the biggest landowners in the County. I+ was Hihn who had the Hall
built as a center for the Village which had develeoped around his mill. Hihn
originally owned all the land of the village but soor his mill workers were
able to purchase parcels and settle permanently in the ares. Those whae did
buy land established apple orchards and the area scon became an importan

apple producing center. At present, and for the last forty vears, the Halu
has beern run by the Valencia Farm Center, a group of local farmers who are
descendants of the original families who bought land from H.A.  Hihn. The
County of Santa Cruzr now owns the structure and plans te allow community
groups to use the Hall as they have in the past. s, roads, and prominent landmarks):

20.

21.

American Architecture Since 1760, Whiffen
National Register Nomination

22,

Main theme of the historic resource: {If more than one is ANOHTH
checked, number in order of impaortance.)

Architecture 2 Arts & Leisure ! ‘ I
Economic/industrial ____Exploration/Settlement \/A]_E/U-/»_/’ﬁ* /1//}1/// U
Government Military

Religion Social/Education |

Sources (List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews
and their dates)

Date form Drepared APY‘?] ]:986

By (name) __Ihe Firm of
OrganizagcgﬂNNIE L. BAMBURG
Addres24/7 N. Third Street

City 0an Jose, CA 5117 Zio
Phongtco i Tua] 97 1=142]




Valencia Hall (Valencia road at Bear Valley Road)

ADDENDUM-—1994

PHYSICAL INSPECTION

Date: June 15, 1994

Result of Inspection: Structure is apparently endangered by eroding hillside into
the river. Building is to be moved further up the hill when funding is available.

CONSULTANT'S PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS:

No change.

(Change of rating pending public hearing before the Historical Resources
Commission with final approval by the Board of Supervisors).

Context: 3 (community organizations)

Property type: community hall
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