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State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANO RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

IDENTIFICATION 

rrrlA- 261 
Ser. No . ._QW:2,1'-"'-'""'-'-- ---------:,,---

HA BS __ HA ER __ Loc ___ SH L No. _ _ NR Status~b---
UTM: A /0 //_,q[Yp DZ&z, 'lo-l,1gl t c ______ _ 

B I D --------

1. Common name: ___ _.r::,.~.L.J...il..l...L.------------------------------

2. Historic na__me: __ _::;G.:::.,:;:..:.r..:.dJ~.11:..::e..:.r_.;_Mt..;..;~;;.;'-l=S-=e::...-_________ ---=E=-c:D"'-'-f-=~=-ki....;;.;;O...::::-....... C .... ,=o...:=n'.-'-':::!-,-,, 0-D~------

3. Street or rural address: __ ,:..2.=±4~5-1.C.J.JO.Lr.Lr..aa..1.J ... i..1.t.J.JO""S......nR.LOLOa..1.Jdc...-_____________________ _ 

City Wat~onvill 0 County <:::.nta Cr11z 

5. Present Owner: Harry II sh craft 

City Watsonville Zip 9~076 Ownership is: Public _____ Private ________ _ 

6. Present Use: __ P..,.o;...;s .... i ..... d .... e;;..D..u.C_.O __________ Original use: Pcsj deoce 

DESCRIPTION 

7a. Architectural style: El izabethan/Jacabean Revival 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its 

,...,.,.:,., : ........ 1 ,..."r1~i-t;..-,.n• 

The site consists of a 1 arge, rambling two story residence constructed on a 
"U" shaped pl an and designed in a beautifully rendered Elizabethan/Jacobean 
Revival style. The most distinctive feature of the house is its wood­
shingled hipped roof constructed to simulate the curving flaws of a thatched 
roof. Punctuating the roofl i ne are tall rectangular concrete chimneys with 
molded caps and eyebrow dormers. Gabl ets and a larger double windowed 
dormer with a chimney separating it add further picturesque touches to the 
structure. Wood shingles sheath the exterior walls. Fenestration consists 
of• rectangular shaped windows both double hung and casements. Large beams 
act as supports of a wide rectangular shaped bay which projects from one of 
the side facades. A large pergola accents a raised patio found in the 
center of the "U". A matching shingled garage is detached. A long deck 
lines the view side of the building which al so provided the formal front 
door. The residence is in excellent condition with superbly maintained, 
luxurious landscaping adding to the overall beauty of the site. It is 
without question one of the most beautiful peri ad revival residences extant 
in Santa Cruz County. 
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8. Construction date: 
Estimated ___ Factual J 92 3 

9. Architect _________ _ 

John Gardner 

10. Builder __________ _ 

Unknown 

11. Approx. property size (in feet) 

12. 

Frontage ____ Depth ___ _ 

or approx. acreage-~-----

Date(s) of enclosed pi.otograph(s) 
May 1986 
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13. Condition: Excellent ._._Good __ Fair __ Deteriorated __ No longer in existence __ 

14. Alterations: 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land __ Scattered btlildings __ Densely built-up __ 

Residential _X_lndustrial __ Commercial __ Other: 

16. Threats to site: None known_LPrivate development __ Zoning __ Vandalism __ 

Public Works project __ Other: 

17. Is the structure : On its original site?-'-'X'-_ Moved? __ _ Un known? ___ _ 

. ! ' ,, 

18. Related fea t ures : ------------------------------------

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or archit ectu ral irnponance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

20. 

21. 

22. 

The apple growing business is one of the major agr i cultural enterprises of 
the Pajaro Valley. By the early 1900s there were many individual growers in 
the Watsonville area, but they were not organized to work together in per­
fecting the packing, shipping and marketing of their product. In June of 
1915 John Gardner, a prominent Watsonville attorney, was chosen presiding 
officer of the newly formed Wat~onvi1le Apple Distributors organization. 
For the fi r st time the apple growers and local businessmen and bankers were 
brought together to put the industry on a sound financial footing. The 
success of the apple growers was a vital part of the economics of the area 
and John Gardner's leadership substantially aided that success. 

In 1923 John Gardner, an important local lawyer, built what has been refer­
red to as his fantasy house at 245 Corral i tos Road. The home has been in 
the same famj..Jy since it was built. Dr. and Mrs. Harry Ashcraft, both 
members of a lo~g time Watsonville family, now occupies the home. 

Main theme of the historic resource: (If more than one is 
checked, number in order of importance.) 

Architecture 1 Arts & leisure ______ _ 

Economic/Industrial L Exploration/Settlement ___ _ 
Government ____ Military ________ _ 

Religion _____ Social / Education _____ _ 

Sources ( list books, documents , surveys, personal interviews 
and their dates). 

Historical Museum Files 
Sanborn Maps 1908 
A Field Guide to American Houses, McAlister 

Zalia Kennedy, Marilyn Mclachlan 

Date form prepared __..A .... p .... r_,.._· J..__1 .... 9""'8..._6,.__ ______ _ 
By (name) The Fi rm of 
OrganizaticHDNNJF I , BAMBIJRG 
Address: 247 N, Thi rd Street 
City San Jose. CA 9511Q:ip ___ _ 
Phone: (408) 971-1421 

locat ional sketch map (draw and label site and 
surrounding streets, road s, and prom inent landmarks): 



Ashcraft (245 Corralitos Rd.) 

ADDENDUM-1994 

PHYSICAL INSPECTION 

Date: April 31, 1994 

Result of Inspection: Appears to be unchanged. 

CONSULT ANT'S PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

No change. 

(Change of rating pending public hearing before the Historical Resources 
Commission with final approval by the Board of Supervisors). 

Context: 2 (architecture) 

Property type: house 
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